
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 
 
 
COMING SPECIAL EVENTS AND CELEBRATIONS 
February 8/9 – SECOND SUNDAY COLLECTION FOR SACRED HEART PARISH 
February 10 – “Ask Father John – The Final Edition” – 7 PM 
February 11 – Our Lady of Lourdes 
February 14 – Valentine’s Dau 
February 15 – St. Claude LaColumbière, SJ 
                          Mass for Children at Sweifieh 
February 21 – Farewell for Fr. John at the Jesuit Center, Jabal Hussein, 4 – 8 PM 
February 22 – Feast of the Chair of St. Peter 
February 24 – FATHER JOHN’S FAREWELL CONCERT – 7 PM, Bank Al-Etihad 
February 26 – Ash Wednesday in the Universal Church 
March 4 – ASH WEDNESDAY – Mass at the Jesuit Center at 8:30 AM and 6 PM 
                   Ashes will be distributed AFTER each Mass  
March 14 – First Confessions – before Mass  
 March 14/15 - Anointing of the Sick during Mass  
March 17 – Feast of St. Patrick  
March 18 – Birthday of Fr. Hicham Chimaly, S.J.  
March 19 – Solemnity of St. Joseph, Husband of Mary 
March 20 – First day of Spring  
March 21 – Mother’s Day  
 

     FOR FEBRUARY 
 

Listen to the Migrants’ Cries  

 
 

5th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
February 8/9, 2020 

SECOND COLLECTION FOR SACRED HEART PARISH  
 

 

 

We pray that the cries of our migrant 

brothers and sisters, victims of 

criminal trafficking, may be heard 

and considered. 

Link to the Video 

https://youtu.be/9THVehS
pqH8 



      
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is part of my “charism” that I tend to not do things in a normal way. Recently at the hospital I had to 

explain several times why – thank you very much for offering – I was not interested in pain killers. If the 

pain gets REALLY bad I am grateful for their presence, but as a routine, I wanted first to see how bad the 

pain was. My feeling is that pain is a tool, and it keeps me in touch with how I am healing, and equally as 

important, it reminds me not to do stupid things.  

 

I need that kind of a reminder. Even in my advanced old age, I find I continue to do stupid things. For the 

next several weeks I am supposed to take care and NOT lift heavy things. The norm is pretty much anything 

heavier than a dinner plate. I am starting to think about packing, and preparing for my concert and turning 

the office over to Fr. Marc-Stephan and there are a LOT of things to lift and carry. I am reminded that I need 

to ask for help rather than simply bending over and lifting something myself.  

 

Pain is useful. And wouldn’t it be helpful if every time in our lives that we started to do something stupid – 

or sinful, which is often the same thing – we would get a pinprick or a flash of pain or something to call our 

attention to what we are about to do. Sort of a “Find God in All Things” reminder, except it would focus on 

the other side, when we forget God.  

 

In earlier times – but in my own lifetime – religious would sometimes wear a small chain around the upper 

part of the leg, that would pinch every time you took a step. In even earlier times, very religious people 

would wear a hair shirt – really uncomfortable – and part of the reason was to keep the wearer conscious of 

being aware of God’s presence.  

 

I had a dream the other night – and I usually don’t remember dreams so that I do recall this one so strongly 

is unusual. On an impulse I left to go to New York. By train. Got off in Manhattan and found my way to a 

friend’s apartment. I had not taken my phone or my watch, my suitcase or my computer – and I realized I 

had no way to communicate to anybody. I was so dependent on my gadgets that I was well and truly lost, 

and since I had moved on an impulse – I don’t remember why – no one knew I was coming. 

 

It was a dream. It was only a dream. But it reminds me how dependent we can become on our gadgets. How 

much of our “information” is not in our heads but rather on the phone, or in the computer. When I was 

growing up, and as a young adult, I probably knew 30 or 40 phone numbers by heart, because you had to 

dial each number and while we might have a little pocket notebook, it was easier to simply remember them. 

I have seen friends who post desperate notes on Facebook or Twitter that they have lost their phone and lost 

all their contacts – please call so they can re-file the numbers.  

 

The lesson? Rely more on God than on your phone. Don’t become a slave to gadgets. If your phone or your 

computer has become THE most important thing in your life, perhaps you need to take another look at the 

First Commandment – the one about worshipping false gods.  

 

In the meantime – Let us continue to pray for one another.  

 
Fr. John’s Email:  pastorsh@jordanjesuits.org       Website: Jordanjesuits.org 
Fr. John’s    Mobile: 079  013-8985  (If no answer, leave a message.)      
Facebook: If you are on Facebook, go to Parish Group and ask to be admitted to the group. You will be. 
  

mailto:pastorsh@jordanjesuits.org


WE HAVE A NEW PROVINCIAL IN THE NEAR EAST PROVINCE 
On January 28 Father General announced that he had selected Father Michael Zammit Mangion Provincial 

for the Near-East and Maghreb Province. He will assume office on June 28, replacing Fr. Dany Younes. The 

Near East Province includes 9 countries, and in 2018 assumed responsibility for the works of the Jesuits in 

Jordan.  

 
 

COME AND BID FATHER JOHN  

FAREWELL 
WHEN:  Friday, February 21 – 4 to 8 PM 
WHERE: The Jesuit Center, 43 Al Razi St,  
                Jabal Hussein 
DETAILS:  Come when you can – leave when you  
                 must. Bring what you’d like to share 

                     with others. Casual – follow the signs.  
 

ASK FATHER JOHN – THE FINAL EDITION  
      MONDAY – FEBRUARY 10 – 7 PM 
 
Responding to popular demand – well, 4 enthusiastic people – Vivian and Paul 
have again offered to host the final version of “Ask Father John, “ a casual 
evening where any question is allowed. The evening will start at 7 PM – the 
address is 9 Anwar al-Khateeb Street, 3rd floor there is an elevator – here is a 
map – if you are planning to come, please call to let them know how many to 
expect but if you make a last-minute decision, you are most welcome even 
without the RSVP. To RSVP or ask for help if you get lost: 079 588-9330. 
 

“Ask Father John” is an open forum where all questions are permitted – theological, philosophical, historic, 
personal or some nagging notion you’ve been worried about. Answers are not necessarily guaranteed but 
often if Father John gets stumped (and it doesn’t happen often) someone else in the group may well come 
up with the answer, or at least, “an” answer. The sessions can be great fun, and always interesting. Tickets 
for the concert will also be available.  
 
  



TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH FATHER JOHN: 
Email: PastorSH@jordanjesuits.org  

Indicate how many tickets at what price and you will receive a confirmation of your order 

 

PRICES:  Patron – 20 JOD – Reserved seats of your choice 

                  General Admission – 10 JOD (Children are welcome but at the same price) 

 
NOTE: The program will begin promptly at 7 PM. Latecomers will be admitted  

              ONLY when there is a suitable pause in the singing.  

But come early because there will again be pre-show snacks 

provided by Simply Quiche in the lobby. (No food in the theatre!) 
A NOTE FROM FATHER JOHN – Some have asked if there is online purchase of tickets. Unfortunately, 

no. Karasi has still not paid for their participation in the November concert, despite many phone calls and 

emails. Ticketingboxoffice was contacted twice with no response. So unfortunately all tickets sales have to 

be through me. You can reserve by sending me an email; I will have tickets after Mass; but if you reserve 

and want to pick up at the theatre, you are obliged to pay, even if you fail to come to the show.  
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!! 
FEBRUARY 
2 Christine Burbach 
 3 Vivian Rassam 
 Tomas Pereira 
 4 Brendan Wheeler 
10 Eunice Dadson 
12 Georgia Grube 
21 John Spears 
26 Laura Spears 
 
 

MASS ATTENDANCE IN JANUARY 
                  Sweifieh        Jesuit Ctr              Freres   
Total                 679          300      147       
Average           170                      12                      37 
 
 

WEBSITE TRAFFIC - JANUARY 
In the month of January we had 1,829 visitors who made 4,271 visits to one or more pages on our website. 
Most visits continue to come from computers registered in the US, but the number of visitors from Jordan 
is increasing. Google remains the major sources of referrals, with more referrals coming through that 
server than all others combined.  

FATHER JOHN’S FAREWELL CONCERT! 

Monday, February 24-7 PM Sharp!  
VENUE: Halim Salfiti Theater at Bank Al Etihad HQ 

 


