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ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2017 

January – December  
 

 

Welcome to the Annual Report for 2017 

 

I apologize that this is so late in coming. We had the Advent Basket program that started in 2017 but 

was not completed until 2018, so I had an excuse to wait. It seems that there are always things that 

need urgent attention in the present and the immediate future each time I tried to sit down and present 

the past. But it is finally together – complete with mistakes and omissions, and whatever ones you 

find, they are all my fault.  

 

But the overall picture is of a parish, albeit a most unusual parish, filled with wonderful people with 

extraordinary backgrounds, great generosity and varied interests. I keep learning all the time, and 

eventually I will get it right. Or at least better.  

 

Next year I hope to have pictures in this report, so that we will effectively be able to look at ourselves 

twice a year – when the calendar comes out, and when the annual report appears. Some of our 

programs and activities do not have neat start and stop dates, so the narrative report includes some 

activities up to the present.  

Fr. John R. Sheehan, SJ - Pastor 



MINISTRIES AND PROGRAMS OF THE CHURCH 

 
SACRAMENTS – In 2017 there were 2 baptisms, and three receiving their First Holy Communion  

(2 others prepared with our group but received the Sacrament in their home parishes, one in California 

and one in India.) There were no Confirmations, no weddings, no funerals, and no ordinations. Four 

took part in RCIA preparation – two left the area, and two received the Sacraments of Initiation in 

2018. Confessions were heard before Mass, and whenever an appointment was made.  

 

EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATIONS – Because Sacred Heart is a personal parish, rather than a 

territorial one, we say Mass in a number of different places. We have regularly scheduled Masses 

every day but Sunday at the Jesuit Center at 8:30 AM, a weekly Mass at 5 PM at St. Mary of 

Nazareth, Sweifieh, and on Sunday at 6 PM at St. Jean Baptiste de LaSalle Church, Jabal Hussein. We 

also provide assistance to the Filipino Chaplaincy at the Church of the Annunciation at Jabal Weibde 

and St. Joseph’s Church, Jabal Amman. Additionally, Fr. Linden offers Mass in English for a couple 

of groups of English-speakers whose work prevents them from attendance at churches.    

 

PARISH REGISTRATION – At the beginning of the year I introduced a new and more 

comprehensive system of registration of families. Among the aspects that need to be re-done, it only 

lists families, not individuals, so we really have no firm idea of how many people we have, and of 

course, there are still many who have not registered. It does not include place of work, which, for 

those willing to share, can be an important dimension in networking. But it has improved our 

knowledge of people. At last count we have 165 families registered. We do not have a system in place 

to encourage people to let us know when they are leaving, so not all of those name are current.  

 

HEARTBEAT, the weekly newsletter. One of the first projects I started was a weekly newsletter, 

available in print and online. HEARTBEAT is currently mailed to 107 Email address, and is also 

available on the website and on our Facebook group page (Parish Group). We print 85 copies each 

week and they are available at the Jesuit Center, at both parishes and for a regular study group that 

meets each week.  

 

FACEBOOK – We are in the age of social media, and so we have our own Facebook group page. It is 

not open to the public, but anyone who asks to be admitted probably will be.  

 

PARISH CALENDAR – The first (as far as I know) Sacred Heart Parish calendar was published just 

before Christmas, and proved very popular. Advertising and sales meant that it almost paid for itself, 

and if next year’s edition has more advertising, we might be able to provide it for free. But there will 

be a 2019 edition.  

 

THE PARISH WEB PAGE – There was a web page in existence when I arrived. I expanded it, and 

with the design help of Kathleen Euler (who has since returned to the States) improved the look and 

made some things standard. The page is updated at least once a week, and includes notes from me, a 

calendar of activities, reminders of special events, the Holy Father’s monthly prayer intentions and the 

video he issues each month, as well as galleries of photos of special events. In the past month, as I 

write this, the web page has had 993 visitors, making 3,313 visits. In this calendar year we have had 

4,907 visitors with 14, 852 visits. (We only put in the dashboard faculty for logging these visits in the 

end of February of 2018 so the accumulated numbers are only available as of that date.)  

 

PARISH COORDINATORS – Certainly one of the strongest groups in our church is the group with 

the simple title of “Coordinators.” This is a group with tremendous experience, seemingly boundless 

energy, vast goodwill and abilities I am constantly discovering. Now lest that sound too intimidating, 

the current members would like to welcome anyone interested in joining this merry band so please do 

not hesitate to step forward.  



 

LECTORS – Given the importance of the Ministry of the Word, I started a series of workshop 

training sessions, to help improve the ability and confidence of our Lectors, and to make standard how 

the readings might be presented in our parish. Currently we have 35 names on our roster, although I 

suspect some of them have moved on, and several readers who have yet to take the workshop and be 

formally installed. Most of our trained Lectors are at Sweifieh, and at Freres we are forced to ask for 

volunteer readers at virtually every Mass.  

 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS – In this Vicariate, we have the special privilege from the Bishop of 

being able to use lay Eucharistic Ministers. Because of local custom, they must be men. We have had 

several workshops to prepare Eucharistic Ministers, and currently there are 13 names on our list. I 

know of a couple who are leaving shortly, or are engaged in other liturgical activities, so that number 

is perhaps high. Because the size of the congregation at Freres Church is usually small, Eucharistic 

Ministers are usually not needed.  

 

ALTAR SERVERS – This important ministry in the Church is open to boy and girls, and right now 

we have six names on our list, which for our size Parish is very low. We currently have no Altar 

Servers at Freres Church. Matthew Naoum was a tremendous asset both in recruiting and training altar 

servers, and acting as a De Facto Master of Ceremonies for special events. We lost him at the end of 

2017 when he went to Canada to continue his studies.  

 

MUSIC MINISTRY – When I arrived there was a faithful group of musicians with guitars who 

played and sang at the Mass at Sweifieh and a smaller group at Freres. I quickly discovered that, as is 

the case in many parishes, people simply were not singing. I tried something I had used in other 

places, to have the people sing without accompaniment. During Lent we sang the same hymns each 

week, and since the only sound was the voice of the congregation, the singing improved greatly during 

that time. At the end of Lent we brought back the guitars, but I re-imposed the congregation-only 

singing for Advent, and again, the congregation responded. We are currently experimenting with a 

small group of a capella singers (no accompaniment) who can help strengthen and enrich the 

congregational singing, introduce new songs and on occasion, sing alone in parts to provide a 

reflective atmosphere at parts of the Mass. The group sang for Good Friday, for the First Communion 

Mass, and has been introducing harmonies during some of the Masses. More voices are certainly 

needed, especially since some of the current members will be leaving shortly for new assignments.  

 

CARE FOR THE POOR – This is one of the most active groups in the Parish, helping to reach out 

on behalf of the members to those who need some help. 2017 activities are noted on a separate page. 

In 2018 the first project is hosting an Iftar dinner during Ramadan.  

 

 COUNSELING & SPIRITUAL DIRECTION – During the year a number of people came to Fr. 

John for either counseling or spiritual direction. The other Jesuit priests also provide this, in addition 

to hearing confessions both at our host churches but when requested at the Jesuit Center.  

 

 

 

IDEAS THAT DIDN’T WORK OR NEED MORE ATTENTION – The idea of a Youth Program 

was well-received but no one was eager to be involved. We had the same situation with the creation of 

a group of Hospitality Ministers, and of a Parish Advisory group. Despite several appeals, there has 

been no response for teachers for a catechism program, or a Children’s Liturgy of the Word, and in a 

large parish we currently have only 6 altar servers. Confessions before Mass is a problem, since the 

presider is usually busy setting up and it is good to be able to greet people – and sometimes a previous 

Mass or ceremony in the church makes setting up rushed. Understandably some prefer the anonymity 

of the confessional rather than making an appointment.  

 



EVENTS DURING THE YEAR 
 

HOLY WEEK – Obviously it was my first Holy Week, and so the learning curve about local customs 

was high. We had extraordinary security at all the celebrations, which was not inconvenient and did 

provide an extra sense of security. The new Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop Alberto Ortega Martín, 

came and concelebrated the Easter Vigil with us at Freres Church.  

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION – Clara Metzhagopian in her 11th year of preparing children for First 

Communion had a class of 5. I had dropped in on a regular basis, but the preparation was largely her 

doing. Three made their First Communion, and two others received the Sacrament in their home 

parishes. We had had a ceremony for the sacrament of First Reconciliation during Lent.  

 

INSTALLATION OF THE NEW PASTOR – Since it had been several years since Sacred Heart 

Parish had a full-time Pastor, I thought it appropriate to have a formal installation. Bishop Shomali, 

himself newly-arrived, agreed and so on May 13, he celebrated the Mass of installation. To emphasize 

the diversity of our parish, the Prayers of the Faithful were read in 12 different languages and we 

could easily have had more. A wonderful reception followed afterwards – again, the coordinators at 

working with the extraordinary generosity of the parish.  

 

FORMAL RECOGNITION OF THE FILIPINO CHAPLAINCY – For over a decade, the need 

for a chaplaincy specifically for the Filipino community had been realized and discussed. Fr. Linden 

began a dialogue with the Patriarch and the Administrator, which, with the support of the Knights of 

the Holy Sepulchre and others, resulted in the assignment of Fr. Gerald Bakal as the first Chaplain.  

Two churches that had been part of Sacred Heart Parish were given to this work, and in July Cardinal 

Luis Antonio Tagle came from the Philippines to help formally inaugurate the new chaplaincy. Masses 

and other celebrations for the Filipino community at the Church of the Annunciation in Jabal Weibde 

and St. Joseph’s Church in Jabal Amman, in addition to the living quarters and a small chapel for Fr. 

Gerald, are now the responsibility of this chaplaincy.   

 

2018 FIRST COMMUNION AND CONFIRMATION CLASSES – Both groups were late in 

starting and took some time to get schedules coordinated. We started with three in our First 

Communion class, meeting every Saturday before the Mass at Sweifieh, but by the spring, 10 were 

ready to make their First Holy Communion. We currently have two Confirmation candidates, who will 

hopefully be ready for the Sacrament before the end of 2018.  

 

JESUIT ALUMNI MASS & RECEPTION – Sacred Heart Parish was invited by the Upper 

Northeast Province in the United State to take part in an international celebration of Jesuit Alumni, 

with a special Mass and a reception, at which the works of the Society of Jesus might be made more 

well-known. We had alumni from 33 Jesuit schools and organizations from 12 different countries.  

 

FATHER PETER SCHINELLER - Father Schineller left Amman at the very end of 2017, after two 

years working with the Jesuit Center and helping out in the Parish. He taught two different groups on a 

regular basis, and was a tremendous resource for many different people and groups. The parish had a 

farewell Mass and reception for him ion December, but his celebration of a children’s Mass was, for 

many, one of the high points of the liturgical year. He is now working in a retreat house in upper New 

York State, and writing for the online work of the Jesuits in retreat and spiritual ministry.   

 

FINANCES – Each week at the weekend Masses, a collection is taken up which goes to the local host 

church. Once a month, a second collection helps support the work of Sacred Heart Parish, and 

occasionally we have a special collection for a project, like the Flu Shot Program. People are most 

generous, and the support of the Jesuit Center in so many ways is crucial to the parish and the work 

we do.   



A BRIEF CALENDAR OF THE PAST YEAR 

(Because Fr., John was not present until mid-February, and technically did not become Pastor until 

March 1/Ash Wednesday – items for January and February are limited.)  

 

February 10 – Fr. John arrives in Amman.  

February 15 – Fr. John celebrates Mass for the first time in the Jesuit Chapel. 

February 25 – The Facebook Page for Sacred Heart Parish created, “Parish Group.”  

March 1 – Ash Wednesday. 2 Masses with ashes at the Xavier Chapel, and ashes taken to some people 

who could not come in person. Fr, John “officially” becomes Pastor.  

March3 /4 – First edition of HEARTBEAT, the Parish weekly newsletter 

March 8 – Official letter from the Patriarch’s Office in Jerusalem, appointing Fr. John  

as Pastor until  2020.  

March 10/11 – For Lent, all singing at Mass becomes a capella, without instruments  

March 18 – First Confessions 

March 28 – Meeting with Bishop Shomali 

Holy Week and Easter Services at St. Mary of Nazareth and St. Jean Baptiste de LaSalle 

April 22 – Baptism at the Jordan at the Baptismal Site 

May 6 – First Holy Communion 

May 13 – Formal Installation of Fr. John as Pastor by Bishop William Shomali 

June 6 – Fr. John to the US to confirm his assignment 

July 12 – Fr. John returns to Amman 

July 13-21 – Fr. John directed a private retreat 

July 14-17 – Cardinal Tagle from the Philippines in Amman to inaugurate the chaplaincy 

August 22, 25, 28, 30 – First Lector training workshops. Workshops continued throughout the year 

September 9 – Fr. John begins a twice weekly workshop to teach singing 

September 12 – Parish Planning Meeting at the Jesuit Center 

September 19 – Meeting of parents of 1st Communion candidates 

October 6 – The Jesuits in Jordan move from the jurisdiction of the Upper Northeast Province in the  

 United States to the Near East Province 

October 7 – First class for First Communion candidates 

October 17 – Workshop for Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist. Workshops continued  

throughout the year, two sessions required for certification.  

October 21 – Special Mass for Jesuit Alumni 

Care for the Poor Group – First meeting 

November 1-10 – Fr. John on retreat 

November 13 – Ask Father John 

November 17 – Care for the Poor group meeting 

November 24 – Confirmation class – first meeting 

November 25 – Formal Installation of Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers 

November 26 – Fr. John celebrated Mass at Mt. Nebo 

December 3 – Advent Day of Recollection; beginning of Sunday Mass at the Jesuit Center at 10 AM  

during Advent 

December 16 – Farewell Mass and reception for Fr. Schineller 

December 25 – Christmas morning Mass at the Jesuit Center 

January 1 – Two Masses at the Jesuit Center 

January 3 – Farewell Luncheon for Fr. Schineller at the Jesuit Center 

January 4 – Fr. Schineller leaves to begin a new assignment in the U.S.  

January 10 – Fr. Robert McChesney, SJ arrives to join the Jesuit Center 

January 15 – Ask Father John 

January 26 – Showcase of the Arts Program at the Jesuit Center; Father John was Emcee  

February 8 – Condolence gathering for the Mother of  Michael Marrah and the father of Fr. Robert  

McChesney 

February 23 – Fr. Provincial and the Consultors for the Near East Province visit Amman 



CARE OF THE POOR 

 

Project Report  

 

FLU SHOTS 

Flu shots were provided at no cost to 260 children and senior citizens in the refugee community from a 

variety of countries. There were two sessions, and JRS helped identify and invite the families, and 

their staff handled the check-in and logistics. We provided two nurses – one male and one female – 

and used the large classroom at the Jesuit Center. On both occasions, the weather was dreadful. We 

had clients from Sudan, Syria, Iraq, Jordan, Egypt, Somalia and Eritrea.  

 

A special collection was taken up at both Churches of Sacred Heart Parish to help support the 

program. The financial breakdown: 

 

EXPENSES 

Vaccine   JOD 1,920.000 

Stipend to Nurses JOD    300.000 

TOTAL                            2,220.000 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

Special Collection            384.850 

Special Collection ($)      439.580  ($620) 

Donations                           50.000 

TOTAL                            874.430 

 

Balance paid from existing parish funds – JOD 1,345.570 

 

 

ADVENT BASKET PROGRAM 

We received support from the Lutheran Church (items plus JOD 105), from college students and 

people who just heard about the program, in addition to contributions of clothing, food and cash from 

parishioners. Storage quickly became a problem, as did finding the recipients. After several false starts 

and dead ends, we found families in Ma’en where we took ten boxes of food, ten bags of specialty 

food items and 40 double-weight double blankets. JRS took the bags and boxes of clothes and other 

donated physical items, and as we were discussing this, they received a call for help with families who 

had been in a building collapse, so the timing went well. Again, with their contacts and staff, the items 

were well distributed to families in immediate need.  

The financial breakdown: 

EXPENSES 

Bags for sorting             13.750 

Food boxes (10)           200.000 

Blankets                       365.000 

Truck rental & Tip    80.000 

TOTAL                       658.750 

 

  

 

  

INCOME 

Donation   141.800 ($200) 

2018 Donation s           200.000 

2017 Donations  665.000 

TOTAL                      1,006.800 

 

Balance                     348.500 

COTP Contribution   100.000 

TOTAL                     448.500  



    

    

ITEM Income Expenses NOTES 

INCOME      

Balance from Previous Year 731.00  per ML 

Second Collection 5,337.10   

Donations 1,284.00  (Includes stipends to chapel)  

Chapel Collections 271.00   

    

    

PROJECTS/SPECIAL EVENTS    

Advent Basket (1)   Carry Over to 2018 

Income 665.00  Carried over to 2018)  

Expenses 0.00   

Balance  665.00 Move to 2018  

(1) All Advent basket expenses were in 2018)    

    

Flu Shots    

Income 384.85   

$ contribution 439.58  $620  

Expenses  2,220.00  
Balance 1,345.30  Parish support 

Excess on exchange 143.60   

    

2018 Calendar (2)    

Advertising 160.00   

Contributions 50.00   

Sales - 2017 382.05   

Sales - 2018 202.10   

Expenses  20.00 Envelopes for distribution, mailing 

Printing  870.00 500 copies 

Balance 95.85   Parish support 

(2) Income received in 2018 was credited in 2017)    

    

ALUMNI MASS & Reception    

Donations  53.00   

Expenses  149.50 Mostly printing 

    

INSTALLATION OF FR JOHN    

Expenses  404.00 Includes 250JOD gift to Bishop 

    

FIRST COMMUNION    

Expenses  43.45  
Donation  30.00   

Donation  70.95   

    

     



ITEM Income Expenses NOTES 

    

    

DAY OF RECOLLECTION    

Donations 60.00   

Donations US $100 70.95   

Expenses - Lunch, staff   130.00  

    

PASTOR'S OFFICE    

Phone  420.00 (Includes cost of phone)  

Printing  1,124.90 Not counting special events/Projects 

Chapel  79.50  
Gifts/Tips  275.20  
Car escrow  2,350.00  
Office Supplies  515.50  
Retreat  100.00  
Misc  241.45  
Filipino Chaplaincy Support   550.00  
Car Upkeep  44.00  
Gasoline  294.40  

    

    

 11,776.33 10,496.90  
Cash on Hand  1,279.43  Balance Moved to 2018 

    

    

DOLLAR REPORT    

Donations - 2nd Collection 3,352.00   

Donations  - Flu Shot Program 620.00  Credited in dinars 

Donations - Advent Basket Program 200.00  Moved to 2018 

Donations - General  1,200.00   

Donation - Day of Recollection 100.00  Credited as 70.95  

    

Expenses    

Change to Dinars   500.00 345 JOD 

Video Program for Parish   64.99  
Change to Dinars   2,100.00 For flu shot program - 1488.90 

       
Confirmation Material   9.95  

    

    

    

    

 5,472.00 2,674.94  

    

  2,797.06 Balance moved to 2018 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Provincial when he 

arrived in Amman 

Fr. Provincial and Fr. Linden at the end of the visit 

Some had better reactions to the flu shot than others. One boy 

rather enjoyed it, including the piece of candy afterwards. The 

other? Not so much. The project targeted young children and 

senior citizens, those most at risk.  

Three of our team of Coordinators. People think Fr. John is 

in charge of the parish, but without this group, nothing 

would happen. 

Fr. John welcoming the 

congregation at his 

installation as Pastor. 



The Mass for Jesuit Alumni attracted a lot 

of participation. Most of the people in the 

picture to the left are alumni or have 

worked in or with Jesuit institutions. The 

woman on the left in the photo below is 

the widow of a 1948 graduate of Beirut.  

One of the great joys in a parish is welcoming 

young people to the sacraments. Above, the 

three who made their First Holy Communion in 

2017. And on the right, one of those lovely 

moments in the life of both priest and student.   



 

 

DELIVERING ITEMS FROM THE ADVENT BASKET PROGRAM 

 

The Advent Basket project attracted a lot of 

support – from the Parish, but the Lutheran 

Church contributed both money and items 

(Above, the Pastor with Fr. Linden and Fr. 

John) and even college students joined in.  


